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was an exception and that one swallow did not make a sum-
mer. What, however, was more important than the views
of the rulers was the confidence that he was able to infuse
among his own countrymen. Lack of self-confidence is
one of the characteristics of a subject nation, and the
consequent demoralisation merely helps to perpetuate the
status of subjection. An act or a service, therefore, which
helps restore self-confidence among a subject people is a
contribution towards the end of such subjection. It was
this contribution that Romesh Dutt made by his distin-
guished career in the Indian Civil Service. He demons-
trated to Ms countrymen that given the opportunity there
was no reason why an Indian could not hold the highest
administrative post as successfully as any member of the
ruling community. Others followed his example, many of
them with considerable success and distinction. It was.
thus that the myth of inherent superiority of the rulers
gradually disappeared, and made way for more rational
thinking on the relationship between the rulers and the
ruled.

Nevertheless, an official career, however distinguished,
was not the main objective in Me that Romesh Dutt had
set for himself. It was to him more a means than an
end, a means to render service to his country. Literary
achievement, as he had himself often pointed out, was his
"first love1'. In his official life Romesh Dutt had reached
the highest level that an Indian could possibly reach in
his days. He was not badly treated by his Government,
and it was not any such complaint that led to his retire-
ment. As he himself put it in a letter to his brother,
"They have treated me on the whole fairly, but not with
any special favour. The doors of the Secretariat have
been kept closed to me. I have not been employed for
a day in any special post, and I have seen my juniors ap-